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THORNTON CHAIRMAN-ELECT OF CONFERENCE 


OHN C. THORNTON, American Institute of 

Architects, was chosen chairman-elect of 
the Home Safety Conference at its annual 
meeting held in Chicago, Illinois, October 
18, 1955. The Conference decided to limit 
the term of office of the chairman of the 
Conference to one year and to elect each 
year a chairman-elect. Donald E. Mumford, 
New York Central System, is chairman. 

Donald E. Mumford, New York Central 
System, George M. Wheatley, M.D., Metro- 
politan Life Insurance Co., and Miss Edith 
Ramsay, The American Home, were named 
as the Conference’s representatives to the 
NSC Board of Directors. 

The Conference decided to establish three 
committees; namely, a committee on Con- 
ference structure and program, a Congress 
program committee, and a membership com- 
mittee. The Conference also decided to con- 
tinue the inventory and awards committee. 





COUNCIL ELECTS PHALEN 


A’ THE ANNUAL meeting of the Na- 

tional Safety Council, October 17, 
in Chicago, Clifton W. Phalen was 
elected chairman, Board of Directors. 
Mr. Phalen is president, Michigan 
Bell Telephone Company. W. S. S. 
Rodgers, former chairman of the 
Board, The Texas Co., was re-elected 
chairman of the Trustees and Ned H. 
Dearborn continues as president. Gen. 
G. C. Stewart was elected executive 
vice president. 











A resolution was passed by the Confer- 
ence to enable each section of the Confer- 
ence with its Home Safety Service Sub- 
scriber-Members to elect its own officers, 
effective in 1956. 

The following recommendation from the 
community service groups section was offi- 
cially approved by the Conference: that the 
Home Safety Conference give consideration 
to finding and training local leaders for 
action in the home safety field and that 
demonstration programs be established to 
determine the best means of approach to 
this problem. Such leaders might be desig- 
nated in their local communities as_ the 
official representative of the Home Safety 
Conference of the National Safety Council. 

The following program recommendations 
of the home building and equipment section 
were officially approved by the Conference: 

1. that cooperative programs on the de- 
sign of Homes of Safety similar to the 
Cleveland Home of Safety be promoted by 
the Conference; 

2. that the subject of home safety be 
brought to the attention of the home build- 
ing industries’ “Operation Home Improve- 
ment” for incorporation in their activities. 
This program will start January 1, 1956. 

3. that a program on fire death prevention 
be developed in cooperation with the Amer- 
ican Institute of Architects and the National 
Fire Protection Association. 

4. that a study of the problems of carbon 
monoxide poisoning, due to incomplete com- 
bustion be promoted with the American Gas 
Association and other interested agencies. 

(to page 7) 























“Accident Arithmetic'' game was played by 
adding together ‘‘equation'' of illustrations to 
equal a type of home injury. 


oO MOST SUCCESSFUL and promising ac- 

tivity during the year at the Depart- 
ment of Health, Mansfield, Ohio, was the 
development of a technique in community 
education known as a Do-It-Yourself Home 
Safety Party. 

This new community-wide educational 
program was initiated in May, 1955, and it 
is our opinion that it will become one of 
our most successful and practical safety pro- 
grams. The basic program employs a method 
previously found useful by several indus- 
tries, namely a party demonstration. How- 
ever, our party demonstration in home acci- 
dent prevention has capitalized on the new 
“do-it-yourself” trend and is well fortified 
with sound educational principles. 

The basic plan of action features a home 
safety education technique which is enter- 
taining and stimulating. The home safety 
party program has five important highlights. 
They are: 

1. It makes use of ready-made audiences. 
2. It involves people. 

3. It frees health department time. 


Mr. Samuelson was formerly director, home safety 
CF 


program, Department of Health, Mansfield, Ohio. He 
ow with the Department of Health, Grand Rag 











Do-It-Y ourself 
Home Safety e 
Party 


By Harold E. Samuelson 


4. It has a special appeal to homemakers, 
women’s clubs, and organizations having 
older persons among their membership. 

5. It has a party flavor. 

Our knowledge of the term “home safety 
party” came during a report of the St. Jo 
seph Safety Council, Missouri, at the 1954 
National Safety Congress. The idea for a 
do-it-yourself type home safety program is 
original with us and was developed as a 
result of repeated attempts to involve a 
large number of organizations to participate 
actively in home safety programs. The new 
program contrasts greatly from the typical 
safety program featuring a speaker or a 
film, which while effective, takes the time 
of a trained person. In the new program, 
several programs may be carried out con- 
currently thereby allowing greater flexibility 
in scheduling and relieving health depart- 
ment personnel of an additional task. The 
do-it-yourself home safety party is a contin- 
uing-type of program highlighted by its 
simplicity and ease of execution. 

The program was launched by sending out 
a flyer to approximately 300 community or, 
ganizations most likely to be in a positio 
to carry out and to receive benefit from a 
program of home safety. The program is a 
“package affair” in which some member of 
any organization may come to the health 
department to secure approximately 15 min- 
utes of instruction on the materials involved 
and how to conduct the meeting and to 
pick up the materials in the party packet. 


HOME SAFETY REVIEW 








The home safety party packet includes 
both educational materials on home safety 
and an assortment of prizes and souvenirs. 
Included in the educational materials are 
the following items. All except one were 
designed by the Department of Health, 
Mansfield, Ohio, for the program. 


1. Flip Chart. The home safety flip 
hart entitled “Home Sweet Hazards” con- 
tains sixteen 18 inch by 36 inch pages hu- 
morously illustrated to point out home acci- 
dent facts in our own community. Brief 
mention is also given to the home accident 
problem throughout the nation and state. 
Flip chart illustrations were designed by the 
special services division of the Ohio Depart- 
ment of Health. Three identical flip charts 
are on hand at present which prevents delay 
in case there are several programs during 
the same day. Each person in charge of a 
home safety party is given a flip chart dis- 
cussion guide containing several sentences 
regarding each page which may be used as 
a reference when going through the chart. 

2. Home Safety Quiz. The home safety 
quiz is a mimeographed paper containing 20 
questions concerning home accident facts in 
our own community. The questions are true- 

false, completion or multiple choice. Enough 
Qui are given for every one expected to 
attend the party. A mimeographed answer 
sheet is provided for the person in charge 
which contains an answer for each question 
as well as a sentence or two of explanation. 

3. Home Safety Game. The home 
safety game is a special mimeographed sheet 
entitled, “Accident Arithmetic.” It employs 
a list of small illustrations which, when 
added together, equal a type of home in- 
jury. The answer is filled in by the partici- 
pant on the blanks provided. The correct 
answers for the game appear on the back of 
the sheet. Games are provided for each per- 
son expected to attend the party. 

4. Home Hazard Hunt. The “Home 
Hazard Hunt” is a pamphlet purchased from 
the Communications Materials Center of Co- 
lumbia University. On the inside of the 
pamphlet there is a schematic drawing of 

he house with a number of obvious hazards 
e each room. The pamphlet is used by 

having each person circle or list the number 
of hazards found. 


5. Home Safety Check List. The home 
safety check list is a printed pamphlet list- 
ing 18 home safety practices which may be 
checked “yes” or “no.” Each person is given 
a check list during the course of the party 
and is asked to participate by filling in their 
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answers. After the quiz is graded, it is pos- 
sible to secure an individual’s home safety 
1.Q. by adding the “yes” columns. A scoring 
chart appears on the back page. 

The party flavor for each program is made 
possible through the cooperation of leading 
local manufacturers and merchants who pro- 
vided prizes and refreshments for each 
home safety party. 

The prizes which are freely given include 
cook books, kitchen utensils, food and soft 
drinks, telephone address books, pencils, 
rulers, dime banks, perfume vials, wallets, 
and toy gliders. 

In cases where there are not sufficient 
prizes or souvenirs for each person attend- 
ing, the individual in charge of the program 
is instructed to make awards to the highest 
scorers of the games and quizzes. 

Instructions given to those coming to the 
health department to pick up their party 
packet include a brief summary of the ma- 
terials involved, suggestions on the sequence 
of activity, and a brief review of the educa- 
tional materials and prizes. Much of the 
specific detail on the party’s conduct is left 
to the discretion of the individual in charge. 

From May 20, to July 10, 1955, a total of 
17 home safety parties were conducted. Re- 
quests for home safety parties continue to 
come in to the health department. Taking 
into consideration that the summer months 
are traditionally ones of little activity by 
many clubs and organizations, we feel 
highly encouraged with the response to this 
program. Follow up conferences with per- 
sons having been in charge of home safety 
parties indicate that in every case the pro- 
gram has not only been very well accepted 
but has also been lauded as one of the most 
interesting and unique programs ever con- 
ducted by these organizations. 

While it is difficult to measure the effec- 
tiveness of this type of program, we do feel 
that it’s accomplishing its purpose. We 
know that: (1) people enjoy it; (2) people 
tell others about it; and (3) the demand 
for the program is increasing. 


The highlights of the new and promising 
Do-It-Yourself Home Safety Party are: 

1. It is a package program. 

2. The materials are easily prepared by 
any state or local health department. 

3. A minimum of time, effort and money 
is needed to make ready the program. 

4. There is no need of additional per- 
sonnel, 
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Home Safety Conference holds annual meeting Oc- 
The picture above shows Fred Long, 
M.D., presiding at the health and medical section 


HOME SAFETY 


at the 43rd National 
Safety Congress 





(Above) Left to right: F. J. Schlink, Congum 
Inc., Ralph J. Johnson, National Asso@jat 
Builders, George F. Nixon, George F. Nexon 
Martin Meyerson, ACTION, speak at a home : 





(Left) Left to right: Joyce Osborne and 

scheitier, 4-H Club members, B Pa., pre 

stration on electrical safety at safety se 
20, 195 


(Right) Harry M. Wain, M.D. (standing), : 
symposium on public health aspects of home s 
19, 1955. 


HOME SAFETY REVIEW 


(Above) Representatives of organiza- 
tions receiving home safety Awards of 
Merit and Certificates of Commenda- 
tion at luncheon in their honor spon- 
sored by E. |. du Pont de Nemours & 
Co. held October 19, 1955. Ned H. 
Dearborn, president, NSC, presented 
the awards. 
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Ov" HALF THE home accident fatalities 

are persons 65 years of age and over. 
The various physical disabilities of these 
persons probably contribute to both the hav- 
ing of the accident and to the seriousness of 
the result. Since many persons who have 
retired are looking for something to do, why 
not seek out these people to see if they'd be 
interested in putting on their own commu- 
nity-wide campaign. 

Perhaps through the following organiza- 
tions a committee could be developed: 
medical society, health association, ASSE 
chapter, other professional organizations, 
churches, retirement clubs and other clubs 
for the elderly, men’s and women’s service 
clubs, the local safety council, ete. Among 
these retired persons your committee might 
find a reservoir of talent for writing leaf- 
lets, doing artwork for posters and other 
publications, developing skits, ete. 

Seek the cooperation, too, of the local 
health department and welfare department 
since their personnel can mention the need 
for greater caution when they are attending 
persons with disabilities due to age and can 
make constructive recommendations for the 
removal of hazards. 

Community activities might include a 
newspaper and radio-TV campaign, publish- 
ing or purchasing of leaflets for distribution 
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GETTING ON SAFELY 


Program for Februaryay 


to this age group through the organizations 
represented on the committee, formation of 
a speakers bureau or training of discussion 
leaders, and making exhibits for local use. 

Perhaps the president of a retirement club 
could appear on a radio or TV show. 

Speakers for club programs where there is 
not a speakers bureau might be obtained 
from the local safety council, medical soci- 
ety, or chapter of the American Society of 
Safety Engineers. 

Meetings could be enlivened by asking 
members to write safety slogans or verses 
with a prize for the best. Games on safety 
can be devised to get members to partici- 
pate at a meeting; or perhaps some mem- 
bers could work up a skit. Home-made table 
decorations on the subject might be used to 
call attention to safety at a meeting that is 
not specifically on this subject or to add to 
the atmosphere for one that is. 

The committee might hold a community- 
wide meeting for anyone, avy age interested 
in home safety since so much of the safe 
practices and environmental safe-guards are 
effective for most age groups. Participants 
could also be over 65. Exhibits at the meet- 
ing might stress safety for the older age 
group; and one speech might be on this 
topic with emphasis on environmental aids 
particularly helpful to the aged such as grab 
bars in tubs, night lights, handrails on all 
stairs and steps, etc. Other speeches might 
be on home fire prevention with mention of 
the difficulty of egress in case of fire for 
young children and elderly persons, and on 
the causes and cures of home falls. 

The National Safety Council has the fol- 
lowing materials pertaining to safety for 
those over 65: Getting on—Safely; Age, Ac- 
cidents and the Physician; and Accidents— 
A Problem of the Aged. Single copies of 
the latter are free; consult your Home 
Safety Service Guide No. 2.6 or write NSC 
for quantity prices of Getting on—Safely. 


HOME SAFETY REVIEW 











| 
4 
d 
| 








THORNTON CHAIRMAN 


(from page 1) 


It was recommended to the Home Safety 
Conference by the health & medical section 
that health agencies in the community 
should cooperate more closely with fire pre- 
yention agencies. 

Home Safety Conference members are: 

Dale K. Auck, Fed. of Mut. Fire Ins. Cos. 
(alternate for C. M. Rowley); W. W. Bauer, 
M.D., American Med. Asso.; Thomas J. 
Berk, Met. Life Ins. Co. (liaison from Indus- 
trial Safety Conference); Mrs. P. D. Bevil, 
Nat. Congress of Parents and Teachers; 
W. W. Bolton, M.D., American Med. Asso. 
(alternate for W. W. Bauer, M.D.): 


Miss Ruth A. Bottomly, Nat. Congress of 
Parents and Teachers (alternate for Mrs. 
P. D. Bevil); A. Carl Bredahl, Westing- 
house Elec. Corp.; Jack W. Bruce, U. S. 
Savings and Loan League (alternate for 
Thomas Sheridan); Alfred W. Cantwell, 
American Nat. Red Cross; Walter Cutter, 
Ph.D., Center for Safety Education, N. Y. 
Univ.; 


Miss Essie L. Elliott, Greater Los Angeles 


oun’: NSC; Howard Ennes, Equitable 


uife Assurance Soc.; Miss Ruth Fisher, Nat. 
League for Nursing, Inc.; E. M. Gearhart, 
Jr., Spokane Area Safety Council (liaison 
from Conference of Local Safety Organiza- 
tions); Leonard Haeger, Levitt and Sons, 
Inc.; 


Mrs. Esther Handwerk, Board of Educa- 
tion, Chicago, Ill. (liaison from School and 
College Conference) ; E. V. Herringer, U. S. 
Public Health Service; Miss Eunice Hey- 
wood, Federal Extension Service: Donald 
M. Higgins, Boy Scouts of America; Richard 
Hudson, Skytop Engineering Co.; 

Ralph Johnson, Nat. Asso. of Home 
Builders; Miss Elizabeth Kasey, Met. Life 
Ins. Co.; Robert H. Kotte, M.D., American 
Academy of Pediatrics; James M. Lange, 
Practical Builder; James T. Lendrum, Small 
Homes Council, Univ. of ILL; 


ll. (representing American Public Health 
Asso.); Ralph K. Longaker, U. S. Public 
Health Service; Nicholas L. Maczkov, Amer- 
ican Radiator & Standard Sanitary Corp; 
Harry Marchmont-Robinson, M.D., Illinois 
Academy of General Practice (representing 
American Academy of General Practice) ; 
Mrs. Marjorie B. May, Greater New York 
Safety Council, Inc.: 


e Fred Long, M.D., Health Dept., Peoria, 
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Madeleine E. Morey, M.D., U. 5. Chil- 
dren’s Bureau; Donald E. Mumford, New 
York Central System; Miss Irene L. Muntz, 
Rochester Gas & Elec. Co.; Andrew Place, 
Place Construction Co.; Miss Edith Ramsay, 
The American Home; 


Tyler S. Rogers, Owens-Corning Fiberglas 
Corp.; C. M. Rowley, American Manufac- 
turers Mut. Ins. Co. (representing the Fed. 
of Mut. Fire Ins. Cos.); Miss Rosemary 
Schaefer, Household Finance Corp. (repre- 
senting American Home Economies Asso.) : 
C. George Segeler, American Gas Asso.;: 
Thomas Sheridan, U. S. Savings and Loan 
League; 


Miss Jayne Shover, Nat. Soc. for Crippled 
Children & Adults, Inc.; Walter A. Stewart, 
American Optical Co.; Warren Taylor, U. 5. 
Junior Chamber of Commerce; John C. 
Thornton, American Institute of Architects: 
Miss Ruth Tuckey, Community Nursing 
Service of Oak Park and River Forest, Il. 
(alternate for Miss Ruth Fisher) ; 


Miss Mary M. Weeks, Girl Scouts of the 
U.S.A.; Mrs. George Welles, Jr., St. Louis 
County (Minn.) Safety Council; George M. 
Wheatley, M.D., Met. Life Ins. Co.; Miss 
Mary May Wyman, Louisville Public 
Schools (alternate for Miss Handwerk). 


CHRISTMAS PROJECT 


Fos ORGANIZATIONS, namely, the Eastbay 

Chapter National Safety Council, the 
Oakland Tribune, Oakland Association of 
Insurance Agents and Police and Fire De- 
partments, sponsored a Junior Safety Inspec- 
tor Christmas Program last year in Oak- 
land, Calif. The program reached 10,000 
Oakland children from December 19 to 29, 
1954, according to Roger W. Kaufman, pub- 
lic information director of the Council. 


“The Oakland Tribune ran a large ad for 
ten days with a safety checklist dealing 
largely with Christmas home safety,” Mr. 
Kaufman stated in a home safety program 
summary. “The child checked his home 
with his parents, then took the ad to his 
nearest fire or police station. He was sworn 
in as a Junior Safety Inspector, given a 
candy cane, theater pass, Green Cross but- 
ton. In addition to the ad, a story and pic- 
ture supplied by Green Cross ran each day 
in the paper. Project was originated at 
Green Cross meetings and coordinated by 
Green Cross. 





LADDERS 


The magnesium platform stepladder 
(upper left) folds as compactly as a regular 
stepladder, according to the manufacturer, 
features a strong working platform, and has 
serrated hard rubber feet. White Metal Roll- 
ing & Stamping Corp. (It is suitable for 
nonelectrical use.) 


The Safe-T-Step ladder (lower right) sup- 
ports you more solidly the higher you go, 
according to the manufacturer. A patented 
double motion which spreads the ladder 
brace legs sidewise as well as forward elimi- 
nates sidesway and makes it practically im- 
possible to tip it over. Triple H Corp. 


Conference 


There will be a home safety section at 
the Annual Louisiana Safety Conference 
Dee. 12 and 13, New Orleans, La. Mrs. 
Verda G. Baker, Louisiana Federation of 
Business and Professional Women’s Clubs, 


is chairman; some of the speakers are as 
follows: Miss Elaine McDonald, New Or- 
leans; C. B. Wilson, General Sales Dept., 
New Orleans Public Service, Inc.; Miss 
Lillie Nairne, Director Orleans Parish Pub- 
lie Welfare. 


PUBLICATIONS 


Choosing Safe Toys for Safe Play, 16-page, 
two-color pamphlet, published by Technical 
Div., Ine., American Visuals Corp., 161 East 
32nd St., New York 16, N. Y., is based on 
material developed and researched by the 
Toy Guidance Council, Inc. Single copies 11e. 


The Fight for Life, a résumé of the Na- 
tional Safety Council’s and its Conferences’ 
activities during 1954, is available from NSC, 
single copies free on request. 


Kitchen Sense, a 50-page, two-color book- 
let on kitchen management includes a chap- 
ter on safety. It is published by The Equit- 
able Life Assurance Society of the United 
States, 393 Seventh Ave., New York 1, N. Y. 


The Complete Book of First Aid by John 
Henderson, M.D., F.A.C.S., medical director, 
Johnson & Johnson, has been published by 


Bantom Books, New York. Throughout > 


text are descriptions of causes of various 
types of accidents with some preventive in- 
formation. §.50. 


Chemistry Sets 


In an article in National Safety News, No- 
vember, 1955, entitled “There May Be De- 
struction in Junior’s Chemistry Set,” by Carl 
L. Roberts, the author warns against the use 
of the chlorates such as potassium chlorate, 
sodium chlorate, mixtures containing chlo- 
rate and sulphur, and chlorine dioxide. He 
states, “Parents who believe boys will be 
boys and will not cause too much harm with 
their chemistry sets should do an about 
face at once. 


“Examine that chemistry set! If you find 


chlorate in it, wash it down the sink.” 
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